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3 VIETNAM: EDITOR OUTLINES
A RELATIONSHIP WITH A
PRC, USSR
‘The editor-in-chief of the Vietnamese Commun-
ist Party paper Nhan Dan recently elaborated to
Swedish correspondent Erik Pierre on Hanoi's
current relationships with the People's Republic of
China and the USSR. The editor is also a member
i of Vietnam's Central Committee and as such was
* obviously expressing official views.

“'During the war, it was vital for Vietnam that

both China and the USSR helped North Vietnam

i to the full, Today, it is no longer so vital for this
* country to follow that policy, [t is true that
Vietnam les directly south of enormous China, a
neighborhood which has both positive and
negative aspects, However, both the political and
cultural pressure from the north must be
neutralized, and here the rapprochement with the
USSR plays a very imporiant role for Vietnam
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today. There is a tangibly strong Soviet interest & ‘?":;_
coinciding with Vietnamese interests — to reduce 3
Chinese influence in this part of the world.”

According to the editor-in-chief, it is the
Vietnam-China border problems and the two
eountries’ foreign policy which are the bones of
contention between Hanoi and Peking.

On the subject of the border problems, the
editor stated: **It is above all the dispute about the
islands in the South China Sea, that is, the Paracel
Islands and the Spratly Islands, We have full
control over most of them, but not over the
Paracel Islands and one or two islands in the
Spratly group, Vietnam also has small problems
with China along the land frontier. There age old
frontier treaties from the time of the French, but
they are now too old and cumbersome to be able to
give guidance in staking out the fronticr, which in
many parts runs through very difficult terrain.

**And it is on these issues,”” said the Nhan Dan
editor, “‘that we begin more and more to lean -
towards the USSR"', * -5
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