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How do you see your duty as a King?
Why do you think that Thailand should continue to have a King?

It's not for me to say. I do things that I think is usefultand that's all.,

But are you conscious as King of Thailand yourself of being able to do
something which you feel wouldn't be possible without a monarchy here?

Well, Iadon't know what can be defined as King: that is the big trouble,
because in my position I am called a King. But my duties as you have
noticed, is not the duty of a King. 1It's something that is quite different
or difficult to define. I do things, I think, that will be useful and

that is all. If you asked me what I had in mlnd or what plan I had,

I had no plan. Just like I am today. We are going to have something

and we are going to do it. We don't know what the something is but we

are going to do something that is good. That is the plan or the spirit.

My husband and I are not content with only visiting or doing the
conventional things. We must try to do something better than that. We
must try to help the government to promote the welfare of the people
because we are underdeveloped country. So the task of mere visiting the
people as a conventional duty of Head of State is nonsense. If we cannot
participate in helping alleviate the misery of the people, then we consider
it a failure to be a Head of State.
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The first thing is security, that is the security of the people. The Thai
people have to fight for tneir freedom, for their independence. So the
main thing is to be a good general. And then after that, when the country
is more settled, is to have law and order, law and administration. And
after that we nust have, at the same time, we must have enough food to
eat, enough facility to have a good home, to have shelter, and all that.
These are essential things. And then we must have the social order and
more things of the heart. That means that we must be good people so that
there wouldn't be disorder, because peopnle who are good don't create
trouble so much. So we must have religion. Fut the King is the leader

of the religion also.

It has been suggested abroad that after the riots in October '76 at
Thammasat, the Royal Family were themselves involved in some way in trying
to help different fractions come together, and that the Royal Family was
instrumental in the changes that happened after those riots.

The Royal Family is in the limelight, so that if we think something, we

do something, they will look at it. If they look at it, it doesn't mean
that we are playing politics. And now if after - it is not the October 6
only, any action, even when I'm going out to look at the site of a small
dam or asking the people if they have had enough to eat this morning -

I'm beginning to play politics, 1 am accused of being involved in politics.

But at that time your son was hanged in effigy. The alleged insult to
the monarchy was used by various people, and it was also suggested that
the Royal Family was involved somehow in defusing the crisis afterwards. -3
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If it is alleged or if they say that this was an attack on the Royal Family,
it is the interpretation they give. It seems to be a very bad thing to
defuse a crisis because one touches politics. But if we try to speak and
put some reason into the head of people, I don't think that is so bad. And
even the word "defusing the situation", I don't think that is very bad.

If you don't defuse a bomb, it will blow up. And if it blows up, it will
be a very good fireworks - but for the one who looks from afar.

To what extent do you think that the King of Thailand is susceptible to
being used by all the various groups? '

It's quite normal that people will use the King. He's here to be used.
Like in your country, in Britain, Her Majesty, the Queen is doing her
job, her duty, and is being used - if you want to use this word "use" -
when she opens the parliament. She is used by the government as the
spokesman of the government, and saying that the policy of Her Majesty's
government is that, that, that: Her Majesty actually says '"my government
will do this and that during this year". She is used. So, in this country
also: used. But the way of using depends on us also: that we are doing
things that are good for the country, for the people, and we don't have
any secret. So, if the things we are doing is very open, the various
groups, as you say, cannot use us. Because if they use us, it will be to
their detriment. It will be detrimental to them.

How do you manage to keep yourself above all the people who might want
to try and gain your influence, to keep yourself apart from that?
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You have been in this country many days or weeks. Already you have seen
our work and you have filmed our work. We have had no secret for you,

and you should have seen. We keep in the middle, neutral, and in peaceful
co-existence with everybody. That is the way of doing it. We are in the
middle. We could be crushed by both sides, but we are impartial. One day
it will be very handy to have somebody impartial, because if you have, in
a country, only groups or political parties which will have their own
interest at heart, what about those who don't have the power, who are just
ordinary people who cannot make their view known? They must look up to
somebody who is impartial. And if one wants to destroy somebody who is
impartial, well, one destroys one's self. That is why one must keep this
impartiality. And perhaps it is difficult, but it can be done.

What are the personal pressures on you in your role as Crown Prince?

I don't know what it's like because I have been born - the first second
of my dife 1T am a Princes It is difficult -to say what is it like tobe

a fish when you are a fish, or what is it like to be a vird when you are
a-birds . If you go end @sk-them, you khow, it's cifficulte . ihey don’t
know what it's like not to be a fish, or a bird. 1In every life I believe
that there are pressures and there sre stress and there are oprobleums,

and this is one kind of problem you nave. It is the sawme as anybody.
There are pros and cons and there are advantsge, cisadventage end all
sort of things.' I'm net special,

Kingship, if we have to use this word, has changed all the time. Since
the old times and then since the event of founding of Bangkok, our capital,
it has always changed. [y great grandfzther was the Philosopher ¥ Kings

lle was the King that you know by the name of King iMongkut.

Why was it that the fllm, the Hollywood musical, "The King and I" was
considered so offensive here? Do you find it offensive?
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19 People in this country feel that to take somebody in history - in fact it
is near history - and to transform, they don't like it so much. They have
the respect for, especially, King Mongkut. They have respect and they .
don't like King Mongkut to go up and down the stage, and saying that King
Mongkut is like that and like this. They don't like that.

20 Have you seen the film yourself?

21 I have seen it. ... And then, if you look at the criteria as a musical
comedy or musical film, on that criteria it is very entertaining, very
well done and very lavish. A good musical comedy. Deserved the success.
But on another criteria, that if we look at it as a character - the
character of King Mongkut, in that movie - he is a sympathetic character,
he's a wonderful fellow. Intelligent, strong and perhaps nearer the
truth than in the original book even: because that character in the film
has a very strong character, which my great-grandfather had a very strong
character. He did not dance up and down the scene, but he did have a
very strong character. He did have a very strong sense of duty to the
country.

22 He did not have an easy life.  He began at the age of fifteen, and he had
to create a place for himself. That means he had to define his own duties
by taking up the basis that my great-grandfather had laid. And he had to
fight also for keeping the country free from encroachment from other
countries.

23 After so many years now, how do you believe that your brother died?

6 .




& [} v 1 1
Unam luﬂqﬂﬂﬁﬂ ﬂﬂﬁﬁdWi yma ... Tﬂdﬁa:aaqqﬁw::Uﬁw1ﬂs:wu7uﬁﬁh oo sty
luﬂqﬂiﬂﬂﬂlaﬁd Lei (25)

v

WIEL9BU 'LhﬂﬂWWl?ﬁ1ﬂﬂQ Wiz ﬂQﬂnQTTﬂﬂudd UMdﬁUhuMﬂUﬁﬂlﬁuﬂﬁﬂLV??iq 1n1ﬁwqug

e In i Taetinszan .2 unﬂnﬂﬂ1q nnﬁn1alﬂUﬂuwuawﬁwaun5 riieauluranas e rsmaetls n
(26)

<4 :
LANTLEUNT YT

W12 LY vTuqﬁwviﬂw1uu finunnitn UﬂuﬁuTWWQntiﬁ LBBINLIN LmﬁTunﬂqnﬁfrunqu
Lﬂwﬂﬂqnﬁiiuﬁnﬂudﬁ LmﬂnunuﬂUﬁ015 UQﬂUﬁQ1T Fuounals [ﬁﬂqun il UﬂWﬁMLﬂWWS.
t?ﬁﬂﬂnﬁﬂﬂiﬁquuﬁﬂﬂdﬂi.ﬁﬁﬁUWﬂﬂQnﬁTT?ﬁWi 1wm14ﬂwsqnmqquLﬂuﬂuaUﬁ¢1ﬂ LﬁﬁTNﬂﬂdUﬂdwu
aﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬂLuu uiaﬂ1UﬁqwuLﬁuﬂfﬂhu W11 LAY AN TLAN ﬁmﬂﬂofﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬂiﬁiﬂuﬁﬂ LTI U
waz ﬂﬁ??~LiUﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬁnﬂﬁﬁuﬁuwﬁUUﬂUWQHLTﬁ Lvileul ﬂ?ﬂUﬂi?qum L2ANBY NI LTITBUL TN UaY

LINNTBULEY  (TATNLEY LEThLIn ?Q1UWﬁ1Mﬂﬁnﬂﬂ1?uﬂﬂU1Q1ﬂ(27)
L

duihmIzIngin  wis tvﬁumuﬂuuauws 5ﬁmumﬂqﬂi Lwﬁ1muwTQﬂumﬂuunUUi~ﬁﬂmuuﬁiﬂunwﬂﬂ auu
Lﬁuﬂdwu?iq wazhmnflse 51%Ulnu1ﬂw7 quuuuﬂuwfqtﬂuWi 1R GR RT LﬂutunTuL111uﬂﬂu
3 3ndue i Lo LWiﬁvnﬂnuqﬁLfﬂtﬂuUﬂﬁnﬁiﬂqmaq%wﬂ WQLUUL?ﬂQﬁiinﬂﬁWliﬁﬂUﬂUﬂi U
AGBA LGN (28)

® Wunwwuuwftiﬂq "wqmﬂﬂqmﬂﬂ" i UﬁQﬂﬂu1ﬂﬁﬁUquMUWT nwwﬁulﬂwws t?ﬁﬂﬂuﬁﬂlﬁﬂ?LUUu
\HuuI g3 Tunpuie wizeamsaimaz iwmﬂgéﬁﬁﬁunumﬁ1Uﬁu uﬂﬂﬁﬁ?QﬂiﬂUUQﬂNWQWﬂﬁu Al

1
e Lﬂﬁuﬁmnﬂﬂ~1sTﬂUlaww~wLmﬁﬂﬂqnﬁiWMWi~@qn oo (29)

v 1
NI 2 LI0UWA Lﬂaﬁ 1nuﬂ@uﬁﬂ 15[ﬂﬂtﬁWﬁ. qutmwnﬂdﬁuﬁﬂnﬁn tﬂunﬁulﬂﬂ1ﬁ1ﬂ1ﬂ1ﬂu L2790
e o R
YENTaIN uduﬂuuuw uqﬂtnﬁunauwuuuuquuq uﬂtmwwﬁﬁﬂTMTﬂ (30)

24 The investigation provided the fact that he diea with a bullet wound in
his forehead, and it was proved that it was not an accident or not a
suicide. One doesn't know. 3But what happened is very mysterious because,
admittedly, many of the evidence was just shifted. And then, because it
was political, so everyone was political. Even the police were politiczl.
5o it is a fact that is not very clear. I only know what happenea.

25 When you yourself ... You were there, and you ran along when everyone called ...

26 When I arrived he was dead. lMany people wanted to advance, not theories,
but facts, to clear up the affair. They were suppressed. And tney were
suporessed by influentizl peovle in this country or in the international
politics.

27 Anywhere we go we are looked at and people are interested 'in us. They
look at us. They don't want to bother us. They want to know more how
they eat, how they sit, how they walk. They don't look with curiosity
or hostility because they are very hapoy. You must know that they are
well-wishing. They are well-wishing and they are on, say, intimate terms
with us. MNow, it's like a big family. These people are looking at us
because they like us and we like them. We love them, they love us. So
it is no pressure.

28 Kings and Queens of Thailand have always been in close contact with the
people. Really. And they usually regard Kings as father of nation.
That's why usually we don't have much private life: because we are
considered father and mother of the nation. So naturally we are all the
time with the people. -
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29 pid they have any particular problem they wanted you to ..o 7

30 No, no problem. They were very happy. And I ask in what temple they
were going and they said the name and looking there at the map. And
there is an old temple here and they did not remember the name.

31 They seem to be very impressed with your geographical knowledge.

32 Oh, because they are very happy when somebody comes and knows about
their village.

33 But you go everywhere with this map I notice. Not this particular one,
but there is never a map from your hand.

34 I try to have a mao so that I know where I am going. And they are happy
when they know that their village is on the officiaﬂ] map.

35 Are there some occasions when people live in villages that aren't marked
on your map or that have the wrong name?

36 Well, that is what happened now.
37 What is what happened?
38 There is a village that has no name and I put a name on it.

39 The first thing was not the project. - It was just trying to do something
to improve a little their situation. We gave them some pigs, some piglets,
and some fodder for the piglets, and some sorgum and other things to plant
so that they can buy rice and buy some other commodities. At the same
time that we try to help the people to have a better living, a better
cultivation, a better food, better way of life, we can at the same time

8 help in the fighting against the narcotics.
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Isn't it true that most of the herion which is smuggled out of Thailand
actually comes across the border from Laos and Burma and whatever you do
with your projects you still can't control that?

The role the project can do - not to stop but to improve the situation.
So that the people here - many of them are the hill tribes. They have
friends or they have relatives all over the route from Yunan to Tibet,
and down to our country here. It's a long way and they walk. They have
communication, very good communication. Apart from what you can see in
the mountains, there is something you cannot see. It's the spirit of
these people. They come and go and they say that there is the King's
project. They spread the information. They are better than the informa-
tion service of Bangkok. If we postulate that the opium is grown outside
of this country and the heroin factories are outside of this country,
only the trade comes through, why should we go on helping these people to
grow lettuces, if you want, or strawberries? Well, we have the opium or
the narcotics problem - it is only one, as I told you at the beginning,
it's only one of the aspect of the problem, or, say, the task we have.
The other task is to give these people a better way of life. So this we
continue even if, and I don't think it is very near future, if the opium
is eradicated like smallpox has been. We have to continue this programme
for a long time so that we give these people a better life, and also so
that everyone will get the benefit of b G,

She want to have her vhotograph tzken with the Royal Family and printed
tn gewsPaper. énd pleasg send her néwspaper Lecause she don't have money
o buy }t. She's so excited at meeting with the King. Seven children.
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Seven children?

Seven children. And one of .them is a soldierlguérding the King.

She has eight children and five of them are still alive. And she can
walk and she can see very well, Ehe can do her homework, but she is a
little bit deaf. This is her grandchild, grandniece, and her youngest
daughter is more than forty. Eight children. She's a little bit shy of
the camera, so I tell her to smile. These people, the young girls behind
them said they are really over hundred years old. They said that they
eat ordinarily here, but they complain about being so poor and nobody
looked after them. So I think we'll just help the neighbours, or to give
some money to the neighbours to look after them. This one is totally
alone, that's what she told me. Totally alone. These two have distant
relatives looking after them.

Your Majesty, could you tell us about the lady you looked at who had
the growth?

She is 21 years old and just married two years ago and she said this
growth grows very quickly. In two years' time it's big like you saw it
and the doctors said it's cancer. I don't know, what do you call in
English. Here, sinus, where the sinus is.

The sinus.

She has cancer and it is perhaps the last stage and we feel very sorry.
But we are going to send her to Bangkok with the, what do you call, radio ...

Radiation treatment.

Radiation treatment.

How about the small child you looked at? I think it was a child who
had a hare-lip.

I think it can be operated here at Sakolnakorn because we have so many
good doctors at Sakolnakorn hospital, so it's alright.




v‘. \1" o~ o " v v ¥ !
(O] unam ﬂﬂiﬁUUQﬂuvﬂﬂﬂﬁUﬂulﬂ?Wizl?ﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬂl?ﬁWﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂimﬂﬁﬁ
by
SO

L} [ ] L} L3 [} [} 1,
o d - i v D
Whgm  vadne ueued neeedszanmu lreun linnmsuses (54)

v v ¢ v ' v v ' v !
-~ 4 5 o~ B
LMD TN ﬂﬁl?ﬁﬁ?UQUﬂ L?ﬁQWﬁLﬂjﬂ;QlWWWvuﬁi1ﬂﬂﬁﬂ1TUﬁﬂﬂM?qqﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁnﬁ?ﬁlﬂu was i
T & o v . h -
1HﬂﬂQ?ﬁUlQu1dU lij?ﬁUﬂ1U?ﬂﬂ%ﬁiﬂﬁ871MWQﬁnﬂ uaqquﬁﬂnjuguavuuﬁuuau WadFIENALLM LI7
) -~ vv e
1“liﬂlﬂﬁlﬁuWWQﬂﬂunﬁuuﬁ:Lﬂﬂqﬂqﬁquﬂﬁiguﬁﬂiﬂuﬂ77ﬂ1ﬂ LﬁﬂWﬂM?ﬂHUlﬂﬁITQW81Uﬂﬂ liﬁﬁﬂuﬂ
y

anmu (55)

|} v ] (] v ' ] . | P o
- Al P v ¢
dham  Teuen s ihieusau L Suson iideianntl AT IWRBNNTEIULR NN TSN TNz zR S

Ly WML lunr 1 (57 4%

B v
)

R ‘d 4 ¥ o - e TR A
dhan  euswwmdiinaan i 5o belaew i aus e ienzuzns (58)

v v ¢ ] ¢ ot 1 v
LYMIWANINT  Lan L2 L TumERAE TR T unpAti L Juaeans s sema (59)

t v

o i G a4 & : A : o a o A
mhem  wrzemueliuhues wlniende lulufingmyinardasiugass sunres FgunanTe
1T senuwna lumeatui L Tuaea 5una tie §in g s mewanzuzas (60)

v v v

v v ¢ ¥ e ¢ o~
LYMATEANINT UL T9neLNa 20N § suBNn Wazun T Ll Leedun g Y Ly mun
L9 Lt (61)

bl

o
VREIRE

N o -~ . o & o~ 4 3 4 : -~ X
© u wrzwnin UnaNINIWIRAImMAIR AN LTI 2 LANTAUT TGN Lﬁﬂdnutﬂnﬁwi47u1ﬁqunwu

"
o s
Tudd M

1 v gl A S
o«

e . v ' g - v '
1L GG R L 19T aeeu N ls  autA Iz TSl mennT T LUAT LI LT MANNG N
depulnuii L Sgniensuzaz (62)
4 4 ad 4 g :
AULATNI Z LAWY {%ulﬂ?Wi:iﬁﬁuﬂ 'MﬂﬂWiELUﬂiLMuLﬂﬁquddﬁuLuﬂlﬁﬂﬁ1ﬂuuﬂdﬂﬁﬂ HaZNIINT
i .- ¥ 4 PSP B !
dwuuﬂaqtﬁnﬁaq 9 AULAZTUNAN TauNLazanhuumEn) U AULAINT 2 TATTM R TED M ATBULN
v v u %
i lendely (63)

54
55

56

o7
58

59
60

61

What's the Royal household able to do for the people on visits like this?

If they are seriously ill we take them to Bangkok and we give them the
operation or the medicine they need. And they don't have to pay anythings
we pay for all the operation and the medicine. And they follow them up
until they are well and we send them home - we give them the money to go
home and look after their family also. When their mother or father is

in hospital we look after the children also.

Who actually pays for all this help? Is every single bit of help paid
for by the Royal Family?

Yes, yes.

What about the medical teams who come: surely they're paid by the govern-
ment - some of the doctors who are coming around with you?

No. They are volunteer doctors, but the Royal Family payé for the medicine.

Why haven't these people, if they've got something the matter with themn,
why haven't they gone to the ordinary government medical health service -
or to the local government hospitals and tried to get help from them?

There are very few government hospitals around here and sometime it's a
sensitive area. Government officers couldn't get in. 1
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How about the twins, how did they cbme to be adopted?
Your mother just happened to see them in the crowd?

See them in the crowd. Go to visit Nongkhai, and then she found that
the mother has got nine children and very poor. The mother and the
children are all pale and sick. So she ask if she can have these twins.

Well, she must see hundreds of thousands of children over a year and many
other children who are equally in difficult circumstances. What was it
about these two particular children that attracted her? :

Perhaps it is fhe love at first sight.

Are these the only children that the Royal household has adopted or are
there others? I notice there're some other children just behind you.

[ﬂf&[?ud] This one.
He's also been adopted?

Yes. He's come from Hoopkapong. Just at the co-operative near Bangkok.
We always visit the co-operative, and his mother and father are the
members of this co-operative. And then one day the father came and gave
the sister of this one who is deaf, and now we have her at the school
for the deaf.

And how did she come to be here? Did your mother Jjust happen to see her?
Was it also love at first sight?

And this one, the father gave us because the mother died of cancer. He
cannot keep so much children. He is ill also.

How common is it these days for parents to offer children to the Royal
household? 1Is it fairly common?

It is not a tradition, but sometimes.
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74 And you were telling me that some of tnese children can speak a bit of
English.

75 Yes, about "nose", "ear", "eyes".

76 And counting?

77 Counting, we taught them just for fun.
78 Can they count for us?

79 ﬁﬁi One, two.

80 lie says it's only in the morning. Te won't count now.

81 I am proud to be honoured by the FAO awarding this Ceres medal to me
because the aim of Food and Agricultural Organisation is to eliminate the
worst form of human suffering, which is hunger.
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82 These dresses are made of Matmee silk which is the material woven in the
north-eastern part of Thailand. Before, it was dying art because it is
so difficult to make it. It would take many weeks to make it. Have you
noticed that a single piece of Matmee can have different colour. Once
you look at it, it seems the colour of gold, and if you turn it round it
has the reflect of mauve colour. So that's the quality of Thai silk.
The people in the north-eastern part of Thailand is the big majority of
Thai population and that part is quite dry. There are often droughts.
When I visited, I noticed that the people are wearing this, but only a
sarong. It is so beautiful and so different from other material. So I
asked them to weave it for me and now I have got market in Japan,” and
soon I hope to get a market in Hong Kong.

83 And at the same time we help everybody from all parts of the country to
sell their products. And the people of Bangkok will be able to know, and
to sell and to buy things from all the country in one day.

84 The most important thing is that they should have rice in this area which
doesn't have to be marketed. They eat it, it is their subsistence. We'll
be able to have self-sufficiency in rice here, which they don't have now
because last year, two years before - dry, no water.

85 What do you think the communist insurgents are telling people about

schemes like this that you're involved in?

86 Depends on the one. Sometimes they will say that they are the initiators

of this scheme. Sometimes they will say that this scheme is the devil's
scheme. Depends on the man.

87 But in a sense there's a bit of truth in that because they might be

claiming that were it not for all their action, you and the government
wouldn't be doing these things here.

88 You like to pose this question. This is a half-truth. If they were not
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there, we would not have the trouble; and we would have built this dam
a long time ago. But because they are there, we must take the trouble
to come here, because the people who built this, they want to have some
encouragement.
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You're saying that this is evidence that you're winning?
Winning against what?

Communist insurgency.

Oh, I don't know, but we are winning against hunger. This is what we are
doing. We are not fighting against people, we are fighting against hunger.
We want to have them have a better life. If we make this and they have

a better life, the people you call communist insurgents will have a better
life also. So everybody is happy.

Could you tell us why you think it's so important to come and inspect a
military position like this, please?

They have an important task to do: to keep the area safe, their territory
safe, and in fact to help the people because the people in this area is
very, very poor, so poor. This is the place where it is called so-called
liberated area, one of the liberated area. It isn't red anymore but still
the fact is the people are very poor still. So the soldier here helps

to give them advice on how to grow their crops and how to look after their
children. They are loved everywhere - the soldiers, I mean - because

they don't fight with arms only, because they have been looking after the
welfare of the people most. In fact they have won the heart of the people.
I think that is the right way to fight the insurgents.

What do you think the communist insurgents think of the Royal Family
of Thailand? : 15
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Ah, I don't know, but I think you can search some of them. I think many
of them have come [put] not this time. I met once a man just came down
from the mountain. He declare himself a communist, but he said he loves
the King too. So, how can one explain that? How can one call him a
communist or what? I don't know.

We met a communist defector this morning. We asked him what were the
communists telling villagers about the Royal Family, and he said that
the communists tell the villagers that the Royal Family are the biggest
capitalists of all in Thailand. What do you think of that?

I think the people will decide what to call us. By themselves they will
decide, so we'll let the people decide. These young men they have chosen
to serve their country in the rural area. I am very proud of them indeed.
And he can sing beautifully, he can sing ...

He can sing?

Beautifully. And he playsguitar also. He loves the people as well, he
loves flower: he is an artist as well as soldier.

Could you explain what you're doing with these maps please?
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If I see something - you see circles there - places that can be developed "
and you can see a place there with a red thing there, it's a kind of place
for damming and for making a small reservoir - and then when there are the
irrigation engineers, I can ask them if it is practical to do that. And
sometimes they go and inspect the place and we can have a survey on the spot.

Why do you have all these radio sets everywhere - all these recelvers,
transmitters, telexes® What are they all for?

Well, communication. I think that you should know that a radio is for
communication. I don't have television here.

I've heard people say that this is your personal intelligence network.

I wouldn't say "intelligence" but sometimes it is very useful. Sometimes
when you know about the news of some disaster hitting somewhere you can
help them very quickly and speed is the most important factor. So that

I get the news by the telex or by the radio. Iiost of what you hear here
doesn't concern me. It's sometimes there is a murder somewhere, sometimes:
I can have some news of - they have caught a caravan of heroin or something
like that., It is better than to listen to the broadcast of other things.

When you sit here by yourself for several hours every evening looking at
your maps and listening to the radios, is that because you are a lonely
man or because you need to have some time by yourself after all the public
side of your life outside?

That is a question that can be answered in many ways. I'm not lonely and

I have work to do. So I have to do the work. The way of doing work is

to have some concentration that is in some peace and then one can think

more clearly. It is a way of preparing myself to be able to do whatever
circumstances will have me to do. I gather information by listening, I
gather information by looking at the maps or reading or thinking. And

then when time comes I have the material in my head. 17
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It was hate at first sight on my side.
Hate at first sight?

Hate at first sight, because he said that he would arrive at 4 o'clock
in the afternoon. He arrived at 7 o'clock. Kept me standing there and
practising: curtsey and curtsey. 5o it was hate at first sight.

Well, if it was hate at first sight, what was it at second sight?

Then it was love. Just the ordinary thing you've heard - love at first
sight. I didn't know that he loved me because at that time I was only
fifteen years old and planned to be a pianist - concert pianist.

And then he had a car accident, didn't he? What happened there?

He was gravely ill in the hospital. The police rang his mother and the
Princess rother came immediately. Instead of greeting her he produced
my picture out of his pocket, without my knowing that he had one. And
then he said, "Send for her. I love her, send for her." I thought of
being with the man I love only, not of the duty and burdens of Queen.

Why did you become a Buddhist monk for a couple of weeks?
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I wanted to find out, I wanted to study. I want a real touch and you
cannot know, or fully aware what it is like unless you become one. It's

*a start point. It opens the doors into the world of Buddhism. It sort

of wakes you up a bit. The first four days, five days'is very difficult.
Normally you live a life of a layman, and you are suddenly changed into
restriction and of rule, of 227 rules. " So you feel a bit 'closed in.

Do you think that a King of Thailand will always have to be a devout
Buddhist?

I think that it is essential because Buddhism has governed our way of
thinking. Buddhist teaching and the rule of governing the country for

the monarchy - hundred of years, thousand of years. It is the law anyway
that a King must believe in Buddhism: like in Britain the Queen must
believe in the Church of England, cannot be Catholic or anything like that.
Same.

Your Majesty, how important is Buddhism for you, the precepts of Buddhism
in your daily life as King?

Buddhist thought is rather complex and has many grades. There is the
grade of Buddhism in the highest level is to attain absolute purity which
you call selfish, a selfish motive. And that is true: it is selfish,
purely selfish. But to attain this purity you must do everything that

is not selfish. Which for you, perhaps, is a paradox. One must sacrifice,
one must discard everything that one thinks that is one's own. Charity

is one way to discard.
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How important is meditation as a part of this process?

Meditation is a process that is very important because first you must have
concentration. You must concentrate your mind so that you have a peace
that is perhaps not lasting, but a peace in which you can see many things.
To have the peace, the real peace; and then with this peace you will be
able to see very clearly.

Usually my husband would come in earlier than I would, and meditate,
really meditate, because he could control his breathing and he could
really concentrate. But I cannot concentrate and meditate yet. I am
learning, I only pray. But my husband said it's alright. That is the
same thing as meditating.

Is it possible to be a sincere practising communist and also a sincere
practising Buddhist?

What do you call sincere practising communist?
A man who believes in communism.
The man who wants to be on top?

Well, a man who sincerely believes in a communist principle of doing things.

Sincerity is difficult to define. You may be sincere, but you may be
wrong. So I don't know what is this word "sincerity" doing here.
Practising communist - usually the one who practises politics in any
doctrine - wants to be on the top. If you think of Buddhism, one doesn't
want to be on the top because there is no top, there is no bottom, it's
just pure purity.
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I'm never afraid for my life because I believe in what the Buddha taught
us: that never dwell in the past, never look at the future, doing your
best now. And then you can be sure that the result would be good. 8o xl
pray everyday for the strength to go on and work hard for the benefit of
the Thai people.

Do you both believe in the idea of original sin, that every person is
born with some kind of sin?

There is no sin. There is no sin because, as I told you, there is the
original purity which has been spoilt by, or covered by what we call sin.
It's just the opposite. It is the original purity: original thing that
i light, that ig beautiful.

It's extraordinary when your mind is at peace, tranquil, then you don't
feel the tiredness so much. You don't mind the pain or the tiredness.
Just like the monk, the one I have here. He died of cancer at the throat.
I asked him whether he feel the pain or not. He told me that if your mind
is tranquil then you don't feel any pain, not at all. You feel only that
you have done the best of your life for the others. He said that's the
only way to achieve happiness.

How do you both reconcile your faith in Buddhism with its emphasis on not
taking life, no bloodshed, with your role as Head of the Armed Forces of
an army and its campaign at the moment?

This is a problem. This is a problem but when a soldier holds a gun this
gun should be intended to shoot and shoot what? Shoot an enemy: that is
a living being. But if he holds that gun with the intention of guarding,
preserving his country: with this intention he is not sinful. And even
if he has somebody who comes and he is the enemy he must shoot, he has to
shoot. Why? Because he has the intention of guarding his country, of
preserving his country, and by the way also the religion. If the enemy
comes and the country is gone, is destroyed, there is no religion. And
there is no good.
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Loving kindness is the real thing. One should give to other person. To
give, not to take only. To give, to love. So that's the reason my husband
and I can work year after year, day after day without being ill. But we
know that when it's time to die nobody can escape. So it's better that

we contribute as much as we can to society, and reserve some small limited
time for us. At first I was very much afraid of death, but later on I met
a gfeat teacher, a monk who told me never to be afraid of death because
it's natural occurrence. If you have good intention towards the others

and you have done all you can do for your country and for human beings,
even if you died, your soul, or spirit, or mind will be in peace.
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