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DRAMA AND SAMAGGI SAMAGOM:SOME INTERVAL TATKS

A tfadition that seems to be going strong in
Samaggi Samagom is the staging of a play at the annual
meeting. For myself, it is one of the high points of the
whole business. Where else in this country can you see Thai
actors and actresses at work? And I mean acting, not getting
dressed up in uncumfortable costumes and ﬁoving about to
Thai classical music which often passes for the "THEATRE" in
Thailand, but is only "DANCING", if you can call it that, .
And in this field of drama, the record of our dearly beloved
society is pretty hard to beat. As any frequenter of the
society library with the slightest triace of curiosity soon
discovers, among the photographs in the bound volumes put on
display on society days are snapshots of the great and the
famous doing their bit on stage. A special place is reserved

for KingvVajiravudh,_the society's founder, most certainly,

but thg%radition continues with, for example, Prince Chula
Chakrabongse, M.R.Kukrit Eramoj and others too numerous to
mention. Coming to more recent times, the list of dramatic
works attempted is impressive: Rashomon, Madhanapata, Picnic
in the Battle-field, the Four Reigns, not forgetting the ever-
topical Chantakorop, and perhaps I may add my own "Romance of
the Lamyai Girl" to this illustrious repertoire together with
more experimental works like "Mother, we've won'" The main
point is not whether these works are performed well or badly,
but rather that they have a place in the affairs of the
society that has never been questioned, Members may debate
whether to write to the Prime Minister about this‘or that

matter, thaugh the tendency to protest secms to be on the wane
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at this moment,_but to my knowledge, there has ntt been the
case of: "Should we put on a play this year?", but "What play
are we d01ng this year?" And more often than not, the society
finds itself with more than one play to fit into the programne,
Is this.the signal-that exhibitionism is not a scarce commodity
among our members?. To answer in the affirmative would be an
insult to the willingness and the effort that would be required
for the production of a merest five-minute drama. When a past
president‘of thig society Waé to give a farewell address in

the "likay" form, it waé obsefﬁed that he stood shaking for
many seconds before making his entry, No, it certainly cannot
be mere exhibitionism, which after all should give pleasure

to the exhibiter;;if not to those to whom whatever it 15ty
exhibited, but something else, that prompted him to make the
step.into the limeiight, at that critical moment when shyness
lost its battle:rto stay the limbs. In this instance, he met
with rapturous appiauée, and the misgivings he might have had
about_his acting ability would appear to be Just figments of
his fertile and vivid imagination., His case is no isolated
incidqnt. Whatever one might say about the performance, the
:audienqe has always bcen'marvcllously generous and apprecia-—
tive, i would like to give an idea of that "something else”
that makes it worfhwhile joining in the act. It ig my ‘great

: fortune,fo have the opportunity to take part in these sgociety's
dramatic veﬁtures, not once, not twice, but bhree times, in
varlous capa01t1eo first as an actor, together with two very
experlbnccd and. thoroughly likable characters from the Thai
c;nemﬁtlc 01rcl then gs-.a dlrcctor of my own play and lastly
as a co-produder and actor in-a Thai classical play. I am not,

of course, going to say how good these werey, though there werc
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indications that the effort involved was not in vain. I
mention them merely to provide the reader with a piece of
probably relevant information. Aftéf all, we have our biases
and prejudices which we have the presumption to imagine that
they are shared by all other right-thinking persons. I happen
to enhoy thc theatre, and it shall come as no surprise to you
that in all these theatrical enterprises, I had a vePy good
time; and to Jjudge from what I could see, a good timc was had
by all, With one cxccption, which also took place out of my
'sight, when two young fellows who werc to bé thce "luk sit" of
the "rue si" in the Thai eclassical play, necarly came to blows
on the night of the performance andlthere_were angry words and
flying fists about as they were coming on stage. But conce
they were on, the play took over priﬁato iives, and in the
long drawm-out coursc that the hero pursued. to win over the
heroine, such minor grievanceé appeared to have resolved
themselves. They vever met again off—stago, thank goodness?!
But, as they say, the exception proves the rule. I ecan péint
to the fact that arising from the same play, the hero. and the
heroine were rumoured to be on very good terms off-stage for
a considerable period afterwards. Not every day involves a
fist fight or a romancc, of course, but "doing a play" has
the knack of bringing out qualities you never suspect abe
present in your personality. I remembof in particular a very
- good friend who would not be seen decad singing outside the
privacy of the small room. After a great deal of coaxing and
a little coaching, shc became the star in a little musical
and sang her way through it so beautifully that when she was
about to take her life and was singing the farewell song

before the hero came to the rescue, tears were strecaming down
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her checks, her voice acquieed a2 nice vibrato and the super-
intendent's wife who was sitting in the audience was visibly
sharing in her grief. This demonstrates the extont to which
@ 1ittle concentration of cffort can achicve, even in such
an emateurish production that was "Thef Romance of the Lamyai

GirdY.,

But thc Samaggi Samagom play can be quite profession-
al too, as when Chitrakorn and Gingdow werc doing "Rashomon'".
-There was a sword fight in onc sequence; and I was in. its Now
I want to makc it .ebsolutely clear that not only do I dis-
approwe of physical aggression, I am quite incapable of en-
gaging in it myself, But therc was this sword:  fight and Chit-
rakorn and I rehearsed it by numbers, and we gor: it so that
after the performance somebody came up to say 'that the fight
was quite vicious really was it not and he hoped nobody was
hurt, ¥With Chitrakorn and Gingdow, however, what impressed onc
most was their professional attitude to the roles they played.,
With. their experience in the Thai cincma, the play was produced
«with the economy of gestures and gsctting it really was amazing.
Any thought that cincma-actors are not guite pcoplé should be
dismissed instantly the moment one sces them in action. And
while they may not have captured the world audience, the Thai
cincma-going public is strongly behind them, and thore are so
few things in our beloved country to which this simple state-
ment can be truthfully applied. And talking about profesgion- . -
aligm, I note that peccntly the socicty has bencefited from the
presence -in our midst of first a drama lecturer from bilpakorn,
then one from Thammasat and lastly the founder of the "Crescent

Moon" group, all of whom hove
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contributed something to the society's dramatic history. How-
ever, I remain cdnvincédytht "DRAMA" is not only by thc expert
or any elitisf group, but is something which we as members of
the society can take part in and enjoy, Jjust like a game of
foothball, All it”hceds is somconc to assume the roles of cap-
tain and playcrs.fﬁnd Just as a football team cannot exist by
itself but needs a club to support it, so does a group intent
‘on producing 2 play. To ligt  the requirements would bc boring,
buot thcré is everything for everybody to do, a task for all
talents, which is not simply walking up and down the platform

looking ridiculous.

It is my belief that the recent activities of our society de-
mand téo little from the membcrs, We are invited to attend
talks, to:watch films, to add our names to pctitions someone
has® written. ‘e aré rcquired to be a studio audicence who res-
' o ed
pond on quecue when thaA}ight comeés on. And when someone comes
along who wants to do things, the socicty says joily good
carry on and docs NOTHING to help, and I suspcct would not
know ﬁhat to do to help. This attitude is not new. In.all the
productions that I was involved with, it wasla case of the
"play people" getting on with it, in sééret, away from the rest
of the members, when theré was nothing elsc on the prégramme
or the washing up to do, to come on with the show on the last
night of the meeting after the big feed and the speeches. It
secems to me that a good opportunity has been migsed to realise
in a concrete, albeit ephemeral fOfm, the spirit of thc name
of this sociecty, that is to involve thc members, both in the
creation and the enjoyment of the performance, All it necds

is some initiative from the socicty's cstablishment and a
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little more outgoing gttitudc among members. We can't all

be waiting for Godot!
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Tel. 937-2260
209, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, LONDON, We
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Pitt & Scott Lid. are specialists in

 oversees removals, shippingand
forwarding and also offer a world
wide travel servics.

Complete service can include,if
nscessary collection, storage
and packing.

We can ship anything from a trunk .-
of personal effects to a complete
household removal for any destina-
tion worldwide,

Write for information brochure
PITT & SCOTT LTD.

20 - 24 Eden Grove, London N7
Tel. 01 607 7321 .



ﬂmufO)’y RESTAURANT

Thai Cuisine
16-18 London Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2AF

Tel. Guildford 36092

FOR SOIMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT

AN EVENING IN TRUE ORIENTAL STYLE

s s el

Relax and recline on cushions. Food is served on low tables

in the Khan Tok room with Thai Classical Dances

or enjoy our extensive menu in the A La Carte room

Tuesday - Sunday

Lunch: 12-3 pm and Dinner: 6-11 pm

1
1

| CLOSED ON MONDAYS |

RESERVATIONS: GUILDFORD 36092 FROM 11 am - 6 pm



e i ng

Until about ten years ago the cotton Many insects had developed resistance
growers in parts of Latin America to available insecticides and something
were happy with their crops. Yields were entirely new was needed.

high and profits vzere good. The answer was synthetic pyrethrum,
But gradually, s >ine farmers werc which had all the benefits of the

forced to switch to less profitable crops naturally occurring but unstable
because insec control eventually pesticide, pyrethrum, but remained

became almos’ impossible. stable in agricultural use.

Shell researchers tested and developed
synthetic pyrethrum in many countries
throughout the world, and introduced it
in 1977.

Now the Latin American farmers are
confidently growing cotton again,
thanks to a major step forward in insect

control.

@Shéll Chemicals




‘ and beauty.

Thailand. A land
of beautiful scenery,
fascinating culture and
charming people.
Fly there on Thai.
And enjoy what
Thailand has to offer
the moment you
step on board.

.

s [

; “Smooth as silk.
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