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10, 1963
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The King and I, 1963r

BANGKOK —Hours after
I interviewed Queen Sirikit,
Her Majesty's promise in
persuade the King to re
celve me kept ringing in
my ears,

My heart skipped at every
ringing of the phone even
as I went about the endless
task of preparing for my
departure from Thalland.

You can imagine my feel-
ing of elation wheu 1 re-
celved word that the King

By Nimia P, Arroyo

assure me.

1 walked up the same
route as the day before, up
the scarlet-carpeted stair-

self-consciously,

THE MANILA TIMES

obviously waiting for m

to start.
«'Your Majes

By

case and corridor to the questions I had planned o

room.
there, » waiting, a welcome
hand extended. But he was
not in his military uniform
or colored glasses. And he
did not look aloof.

Meet the King

He had on an impeccably-
tallored dark-gray Westorn
MArna|

His Majesty stood ask was whether you'#l-

ways are in uniform m
hgre you are...."”

He smiled, Ihen WA 2
hand down his suit: :%h
answers you, I think, I ub
ually wear uniforms in &f-
ficial functions but on in-
{M."al occasions, I go like

was ready to recelve me. suit set off a n 3
“Her majesty won't come tie, Friendly '3« sparkled _ The King spoke fluent
out today. Only the King. behind gold-rimmed white sh.

You'll be received In the :pemelg and a slow smile  He became serlous again,
same room as yesterday,” on his lips. I was walting for the next ques-
the King's secretary sald. Iedtothealme chair T tion.

felt let down. The Queen sat in the day before “Your Majesty,” I said,
would not be around to re- | He clasped hands. Tunr lo 3-4, col 1

The king and 1, 1963

From page
“do you have any mnu:\e

Your Majesfies rnuuv-ni
the Filipino people with
your winning ways, they
would love to hear from

“Well," he replied, “we
had a wonderful visit in
Manila. We can not forget
the treatment and reception
wWe received from everyone
and the goodwill. We would
like to say thank you. We
enjoyed Manila very much.
We will always remember
that visit.”

Press relations
“Your Majesty, may I
ask what is the sectet of
your success with the West-
press? While other
s of state lke Viet
Dinh Diem and
Sukarno  keep
about  what
hostile

press reparts in the
I read nothing out favers
able stories of you and Her
Majesty.”

He sheak his head shight-
Ig. “I don't have a secret.
‘There is no sccret [ don't
think everything they have
wrillen about us is good
But I believe it's useless to
complain, It is better to
them alone. When I

et .Iong with the Western
press. She said that jou al-
o answer all
asked of you.
N SOme  reporter
difticult,

ways try

that
the reporter would be quiet,
he would think and agree

with you. Maybe he gets
embarrassed.”
King smiled and

added: “Well, T just try o
say what [ honestly feel
‘The rest is up to them. For
iratance, have you seen the
mavie The King and 17 Tt
ta hanned hers in Thailand

be based on the story of public

my great grandfather K'ng
Monghkut. The movie was
nice, cnemascope.  techni.
eolor but the character of
the King was not true lle

was  pictured as  funny.
ridiculous. He was never
like tpat. The people of

Thalland know this and T

T ihey didn’t like the movie
It was making fun of their
king. When the movie was
banned, there were  some
unkind press  storles  on
thar”

“Your Majesty, what
sports do you engage in®"

“Sports? | play badmin-
ton

If he wasn't King

“Your Majesty, suppose
¥ou weren't King foday,
what do you think would
you be?

" I«|-1 oulal for a we.
ful.  “That's

many ll'; 1 took up
e |-m in school. 1 liked to

be an astronomer. 1 had
planned on putting up an
observatory upeountry, in
Chiengmai.  Now, of T did
not hecome King, | would
perhaps be an astronomer
Joday in Chiengmal  Put 1
have found oul since then
Ilut wrather conditions

1 are not conedn.
n\' to gond obssreation
Sn I can't sav.
wanted to be an  Astrono-

* mer before I became Kine

and U T did not become

King, with conditions ml-

‘ways changing, Tdon't know

what T weuld be |M.lv
“Your

y."
tinued, T asied “lll nme not
Queen.

you find protocol a probe
lem sometimes® Do vou
wish 1o do some things bur
you caf because vou are

. King?

“No, 1 don't,”

posed to know my dutics
and my protecol.  But T
don’t allow protocol to he
=0 rigid, so stiff, so inflex-
itle. To me protocol s a
living thing. Not dead, but
alive.  Protocol must
flexible, it must adopt itself
to changing conditions.
When [ find that some rules
are unreasonable, I don't
follow ther. But first 1
hinl 4l dastde shat shes

Even il 1

or public mo-
1 like 10
. S0 T

oot
rals, then I do it

days  and

Sundays  and
PU pest you can.

Qe
»m‘ 1 l"l il l| o the unive

ersity md after il the for.
mix with the
pay for them

ol protoscal  to
o, [ wouldn't be do
Ing these things,

“¥ou ask me, what [
want o o very mueh bat

am King. I am also human
and [ do everyibing 1 like
to dn as & human so long
WS AL 8 nal wrong.,  And

this thing of dcing things T

st ke, | rememier ance,
a veporter asked me i 1
liked 4 ~og [ had oum
posed and 1 answered him,
bk if T il mot Dike . I
woukl not have composed

I much lesa played it in
puhlic. A

Towards children

“Your Majesty.” | ssked
again, “what i your policy
with regnrds fo ihe rearing
of vour children?

“T always tell them that

that they have dutles o
their people.  Not  right
Daitirs. Therefore,  (hey
must vy (0 do thelr best

ays to be worthy of
their tittes. 1 tell them they
would not be here, T would

sveryt
caue, unilke other | Kings

who claim  descent  fram
Gaod  or  through  divine
right.

1'hmlm I's 1
begri 0f the oo
't alm anv

to my title as King. there
mre others they add, like
Half-Brother of the Moon,
and so on. T am just the
King of Thailand

“T berame King because
of an act of Parliament.
They slected me King. If
my name was submitted to
Parliament they rl.d

8 2AASHOIARINUWRSSSUAARS 2TUA 25
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even If T wanted to, So I
tell my children, we owe
rything the people
'l we have duties to per-

lahllnlum'wh
ever wai »m.onnw-n the

you ran't do ft “ll.m

! even iry doing it "

1 asked Fils Majesty about
his plans for the children's
eduration, what
they would take,

Plans for children

MHis \l-p-u paused, then
answer Professions® T
don't w.  They're too
voung” te know their nwn
ninds.  Like my oldest,
shw's & girl, 12 years old.
Because was horn on a
Thursday, she decided be.

teacher. That
Is what the old folks say
Ihere. Those born on Thurs-

a goed stimient, she always
togs her clase  She's such
sometimes

would be terrible’
turn now to counsel, reas-
sure her that she has been
heading her  class and if

+ ever she finds hersell sec-
- ol one day, she must not

frel too had 1t doesa't
ntter. m not that im-
poriant. klly thla has
not  happenad I
dread the day h MI.

I nsked, .
“And the Crown Prince?"
“The

Crown  Prinee —
- e 10— §s & latls differ-

enl. 1= fe chever but he's
fike & 5K wart-bulb,” ‘the
hing pointed 1o a bulb in
‘that does not
i up. He neads
mare counseling.  And if he
does not reallze be is Crown
Prince and he has duties to
hin peophe, bhe will realize
soon. There are ways."
King explained, looking
quite stern,

I had heard talk around
Bangkok that the Crown
Prince, the only boy in the
family, is guite nanghty.
The people -x'rl'he tM.' o
his yputh and beiteve he'll
rhnnnr when he rmvn up.!
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