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On 1 June, the students of the University of Moral
and Political Sciences established the ‘Peace Committee”
and announced their support to the Peace Corp that
originated in Sweden and expanded worldwide.

The committee was established to resist war, and
includes the resistance against dispatching Thai soldiers
to fight in the Korean War.
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26 June marked the date for the “Manhattan Rebel-
lion”, which was the result of conflict between the
commander in chiefs of the military and the navy.
Thammasat University was accused of favoring

the navy forces, so the military occupied the university
with the reason that they were “temporarily
borrowing the university to enforce peace”, leaving
the university students with no learning facilities.
On 5 November, about 3,000 students from UMPS
took back their university. The students organized a
scheme that consists of pretending to take a trip out
of Bangkok by train. When they came back to Hua
Lamphong Station, the students boarded 12 buses and
drove directly to Tha Prachan, declaring that they
will not leave the campus. This day is now known
as “Thammasat Samakkee”, meaning “Thammasat
Unity” or the “Homecoming Day”.
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On 14 August, Lieutenant General Swasdi S.
Swasdhikiet, acting in place of the university rector,
issued an order of suspension on 9 students who were
involved in the “Peace Movement” for 1 year. Later,
5 students had been withdrawn from the university
registrar on the grounds of encouraging students to
rebel against the government. All 5 students pressed
charges to the court for unjust use of authority but
the case was dismissed.
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Mr. Taweep Woradilok (also known as ‘“Taweeppaworn”)
composed the “UMPS March” song, which was
inspired by the song La Marseillaise: the song that
called for the revolution of 1792 and later became
the French National Anthem in 1879.



